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The results of this study led the board of
directors at Boulder Crest Retreat on a stra-
tegic mission to scale their success nation-
wide. The Foundation’s investment allows
Boulder Crest Retreat to expand and work
with other organizations around the nation
that are interested in adopting the Boulder
Crest Retreat Warrior PATHH curriculum.

“We are humbled beyond words and hon-
ored by the decision of the A. James and
Alice B. Clark Foundation directors. The
Clarks are true patriots and philan-
thropists—I personally know their passion
for serving our nation’s military,” says Ken
Falke, chairman and founder of Boulder
Crest Retreat. ‘“This gift will change the
lives of tens of thousands of military and
veteran family members, and allow them to
live the great lives they deserve.”

Boulder Crest Retreat provides combat
veterans and their families with a strength-
based healing and recharging program. These
programs come in two forms—PATHH pro-
grams which are based on the science of
Posttraumatic Growth (PTG), a proven
framework to transform times of deep strug-
gle into profound strength and lifelong
growth. PATHH programs are free and in-
clude Warrior PATHH, Family PATHH, Cou-
ples PATHH, and Caregiver PATHH. In addi-
tion to its PATHH suite of programs, Boul-
der Crest Retreat devotes a portion of each
calendar year to Family Rest and Reconnec-
tion (R&R) Retreats. These free retreats are
2-7 nights in length and provide families
with the opportunity to rest, reconnect, re-
charge, and grow—together.

The A. James and Alice B. Clark Founda-
tion, formerly the Clark Charitable Founda-
tion, provides investments to help hard
workers with a drive to achieve. The Foun-
dation seeks out grantees that build prac-
tical, immediate, and concrete connections
between effort and opportunity—from cre-
ating scholarships for engineering students,
to improving schools for D.C.’s children, to
providing veteran reintegration programs.

“Our mission has always been to enrich
the lives of people in our community and to
give back,” explains Bob Flanagan of the A.
James and Alice B. Clark Foundation. ‘““‘Our
team has witnessed the beauty, attention to
detail, and impact of Boulder Crest Retreat
Virginia and is very excited to provide this
gift in Mr. Clark’s honor to help replicate
Boulder Crest Retreat in Arizona.”

ABOUT THE A. JAMES AND ALICE B. CLARK
FOUNDATION

We believe in the power of hard work. This
conviction enabled our founder, A. James
Clark, to grow a local construction company
into a national success. And it guides the
philanthropic giving we continue in his name
today. At the A. James and Alice B. Clark
Foundation, we invest to help hard workers
with a drive to achieve. We seek out grantees
who build practical, immediate and concrete
connections between effort and oppor-
tunity—from scholarships for engineering
students, to better schools for D.C.’s children
to veteran reintegration programs. Then we
give our grantees the resources and auton-
omy they need to succeed, holding them to
the highest expectations on behalf of the in-
dividuals they serve. For more information
about the A. James and Alice B. Clark Foun-
dation, please visit http:/
www.clarkfoundationdc.org.

ABOUT BOULDER CREST

Boulder Crest Retreat Foundation owns
and operates two rural sanctuaries that pro-
vide free accommodations, recreational, and
therapeutic activities, and breakthrough
combat stress recovery programs to help our
nation’s military and veteran personnel and
their families thrive and live great lives—
full of passion, purpose, and service—here at
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home in the aftermath of war. Boulder Crest
Retreat Virginia is a 37-acre facility located
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains
in Bluemont, Virginia, just 50 miles west of
Washington, D.C. Boulder Crest Retreat Ari-
zona is a 130-acre ranch located just 45 min-
utes south of Tucson, Arizona in Sonoita.
Boulder Crest is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation and is entirely funded through private
donations from individuals, foundations and
corporations. For more information about
Boulder Crest Retreat, please visit http:/
www.bouldercrestretreat.org.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF EVA LYNNE DISBRO

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to extend my congratulations to Eva Lynne
Disbro of Collegedale, Tennessee, on her re-
tirement after nearly 40 years at McKee Foods
Corporation. Ms. Disbro retires from the posi-
tion of Vice President of Human Resources to
the family-owned bakery of snack cakes, gra-
nola, and many other baked goods. In her cur-
rent role, she manages over 6,000 employees
across Tennessee, Arkansas, Virginia, and Ar-
izona. During her time at McKee Foods, she
helped launch the company’s Government Re-
lations team and oversaw the establishment of
a new bakery in Stuart’s Draft, Virginia, which
now employs about a thousand people in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is truly an
honor to represent McKee Foods and its dedi-
cated employees in Virginia’s Sixth District.

Ms. Disbro’s future plans include partici-
pating in church mission trips and serving as
an active member of the Board of Trustees to
Laurelbrook Academy in Dayton, Tennessee.
She is also determined to write at least two
books in the coming years. Throughout her re-
tirement, she also plans to spend ample time
with her grandchildren and extended family.

Thank you to Eva Lynne Disbro for her dec-
ades of dedication to her colleagues and com-

munity. | wish her a healthy and joyous
retirement.
—————
TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF WESLEY
LEE FOX

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute
to the life of Wesley Lee Fox of Blacksburg,
Virginia. Colonel Fox died on November 24,
2017 at the age of 86. He devoted his life to
his country and the United States Marine
Corps. The many decorations he earned
throughout his storied career included the
highest military award our country can give,
the Medal of Honor.

Colonel Fox always sought action through-
out his career. Growing up as a farm boy in
Virginia, he was inspired to enlist by his cous-
in’s service during World War Il. After com-
pleting basic training at Parris Island, he
fought in Korea and was wounded. The war
ended, but he remained in the Marines.
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When the Vietnam War intensified, Colonel
Fox knew he wanted to be on the front lines.
He received a temporary commission as sec-
ond lieutenant and served for a time advising
South Vietnamese forces. Eventually he
achieved his goal of taking the fight to the
enemy by assuming command of a Marine
rifle company.

On February 22, 1969, Colonel Fox’s com-
pany came under heavy fire from a larger, hid-
den enemy force in the A Shau Valley. His
company at that time had less than 90 men
active out of 240. According to his Medal of
Honor citation, he steered the unit into a better
position to prepare a plan of attack. Colonel
Fox and many of the company’s leaders were
wounded when it went into action, but he cool-
ly continued to lead his men in the fight. After
his company fought off the enemy, Colonel
Fox refused medical attention while other
wounded Marines were evacuated. In the
words of the citation, “His indomitable cour-
age, inspiring initiative, and unwavering devo-
tion to duty in the face of grave personal dan-
ger inspired his marines to such aggressive
action that they overcame all enemy resist-
ance and destroyed a large bunker complex.”

After Colonel Fox retired from the Marines
in 1993, he served for eight years as Deputy
Commandant of Cadets at Virginia Tech. He
also wrote three books and spoke regularly
with high school classes about his experi-
ences. | had the honor of meeting Colonel Fox
at a ceremony recognizing him with the unveil-
ing of a Medal of Honor postage stamp at the
Blacksburg Post Office in 2015.

Colonel Fox leaves his wife of 56 years,
Dotti, his three daughters, and nine grand-
children, as he goes now to rest with the he-
roes at Arlington National Cemetery.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 30, 2017

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, | was absent in
the House Chamber for Roll Call votes 640
and 641 on Wednesday, November 29, 2017
as a result of the flu. Had | been present, |
would have voted Nay on these two votes.

RECOGNIZING THERON GERTZ FOR
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL
VETERAN COMMENDATION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Theron “David” Gertz of Butte for
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and
leadership in his community.

Mr. Gertz joined the United States Navy in
1986 where he served two West-Pac tours. In
1989, he was on leave in Paris, France during
Bastille Day celebrations when his hotel
caught fire. Thanks to his shipboard fire-
fighting training, he was one of the first to be-
come aware of the fire and helped alert and
save others.
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Mr. Gertz was honorably discharged in 1990
and continues to serve. He is a role model to
younger generations as a high school coun-
selor to military dependents at Kadena Air
Base in Okinawa, Japan.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending David Gertz for his dedication
and service.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF PULMONARY
HYPERTENSION AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Pulmonary Hyper-
tension Awareness Month and the outstanding
work the Pulmonary Hypertension Association
(PHA) including the Lone Star Chapter of The
Woodlands, TX, has done during the last six-
teen years in the fight against the rare, debili-
tating disease known as pulmonary hyper-
tension (PH).

PH was first brought to my attention by my
friend, Jack Stibbs, whose daughter, Emily,
had been recently diagnosed at an early age.
Due to Emily’s early diagnosis, she has been
able to lead a relatively normal life and Emily
has recently graduated college. However, not
all patients are as fortunate.

PH is high blood pressure that occurs in the
arteries of the lungs. The disease reflects the
pressure the heart must apply to pump blood
from the heart through the arteries of the
lungs. As with a tangled hose, pressure builds
up and backs up, forcing the heart to work
harder and less oxygen to reach the body. PH
symptoms generally include fatigue, dizziness,
and shortness of breath with the severity of
the disease correlating with its progression. If
left undiagnosed or untreated, PH can lead to
heart failure and death.

Investment in medical research and sus-
tained scientific progress in this area has led
to fourteen Food and Drug Administration-ap-
proved targeted treatment options for two
forms of PH. When individuals are diagnosed
with PH quickly and begin appropriate therapy,
their prognosis and life-expectancy improve
dramatically. However, it currently takes an
average of two and a half years to receive a
diagnosis and three quarters of patients have
severe PH when they are finally diagnosed.

Without treatment, historical studies have
shown a mean survival time of 2.8 years after
diagnosis for pulmonary arterial hypertension
(PAH). Patients with advanced PH cannot
benefit as greatly from available therapies and
often face dramatic and costly medical inter-
ventions, including 24-hour IV infused medica-
tion, increased risk for hospitalization and in
some cases heart-lung transplantation.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me in recognizing November as Pul-
monary Hypertension Awareness Month and
continuing to support federal activities that im-
prove the lives of patients impacted by PH, in-
cluding research programs at the National In-
stitutes of Health and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
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CONGRATULATING  DR. BETTIE
TRUITT ON HER RETIREMENT
FROM BLACK HAWK COLLEGE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Bettie Truitt on her retirement
from Black Hawk College in Moline, lllinois.
For 29 years, Dr. Truitt has demonstrated a
strong commitment to education. She has in-
fluenced the lives of thousands of students
over the course of her career, and her efforts
have resulted in many improvements to the
college and the surrounding community.

Dr. Truitt began her distinguished career at
Black Hawk College in 1989 as an instructor
in the Mathematics Department, and she has
held various academic and administrative po-
sitions in the following years. In 2007, Dr.
Truitt began working as Dean for Instruction
and Student Services, and was promoted to
Executive Vice President in 2012. She has
served as President of Black Hawk College
since 2014. Dr. Truitt played an instrumental
role in expanding the programs offered at
Black Hawk College. This included the open-
ing of a $13 million Health Sciences Center at
the Quad Cities Campus in Moline and a $6.9
million Veterinary Technology Center at Black
Hawk College’s East Campus in Galva. Dr.
Truitt also made a significant impact on Black
Hawk College’s transfer program, which allows
students to seamlessly transfer the college
credit that they earned affordably at the com-
munity college to any participating four-year
college.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
Dr. Bettie Truitt for her commitment to inspir-
ing the next generation of students. Dr. Truitt
has undoubtedly made a difference in the lives
of her students, and her retirement will be a
significant loss to Black Hawk College and the
community. | congratulate her on a well-
earned retirement and wish her the very best
in her future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 30, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
November 29, 2017 | missed a series of Roll

Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on No. 640 and 641.

———

IN APPRECIATION OF IDAHO HU-
MANITIES COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR RICK ARDINGER

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 30, 2017
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of Rick Ardinger, the ex-
ecutive director of the Idaho Humanities Coun-
cil. | wish to congratulate him on his retirement
after 26 years of service leading the state’s ef-
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forts to promote and inspire the study of his-
tory, literature, philosophy, jurisprudence, cul-
tural anthropology, comparative religion, art
history and criticism, music history and other
interpretive disciplines.

A Massachusetts native, Rick moved to
Idaho to pursue a Master of Fine Arts degree
in creative writing and quickly acclimated to
the local writing scene. In 1976, Rick and his
wife Rosalind started producing a literary pub-
lication, The Limberlost Review. The publica-
tion quickly turned into the Limberlost Press,
an independent publishing company that has
produced books by Pulitzer Prize winning nov-
elist John Updike and Idaho native Sherman
Alexie, among others.

Rick joined the Idaho Humanities Council
staff in 1991, and became executive director
in 1996. During his tenure, the IHC broadened
its outreach not only by awarding grants for
humanities projects and programs throughout
the state, but also by sponsoring a number of
flagship council-conducted initiatives to bring
attention to the importance of lifelong learning
in the humanities.

Under Rick’s leadership, the Council also
launched a successful $1 million fundraising
campaign to establish an Endowment for Hu-
manities Education with the [daho Community
Foundation, providing a sustainable source of
support for the Council’s annual, weeklong,
residential summer institutes and workshops in
the humanities for K—12 teachers. In 1997, the
Council held its first annual Distinguished Hu-
manities Lecture and Dinner in Boise, an
event which has brought to Boise a long list of
nationally prominent novelists, journalists, and
historians to speak before hundreds of sup-
porters every fall.

In addition to the annual event in Boise, the
Council also hosts Distinguished Humanities
Lectures in Twin Falls, Idaho Falls, and Coeur
d’Alene. The Council also sponsors statewide
reading and conversations programs, supports
the work of the City Clubs of Idaho Falls and
Boise, brings annual tours of Smithsonian
traveling exhibitions to the state, hosts an on-
going Humanities Speakers Bureau, and funds
the statewide annual “Let’s Talk About It” pro-
gram in partnership with the ldaho Commis-
sion for Libraries. For several years, the Coun-
cil has underwritten Idaho Public Television
programming, and has produced a number of
publications that have explored Idaho history
and recently an anthology of essays about the
meaning of wilderness in Idaho.

As a supporter of local and national arts and
humanities programs, | consider Rick a friend
and an advocate for sharing ldaho’s cultural
significance with the world. It's hard to imagine
the ldaho Humanities Council without Rick, but
| know he leaves the organization in a good
place. For his enduring service to our great
state, | thank and congratulate him.

REQUIRING COMPLETION OF
TRAINING PROGRAM IN WORK-
PLACE RIGHTS AND RESPON-
SIBILITIES

SPEECH OF

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 29, 2017

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
support H. Res. 630, which would require that
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